THREE FELLOWS ON MY SHELF

Gargoyle, mouse, and chicken timer
paintless skin and porcelain fur
Plastic feathers, and silent lips
quiet still, on my shelf where they sit

Gargoyle paintless, white ceramic skin
holds his knees to rest his rounded chin.
Sitting down, single lined mouth;
small round ears, and careful eyebrows.

Mouse is scared and head turned nervous.
eyes are panic and ears are dreamless
Listens close but makes no move
Fur is brown but etched in grooves.

Chicken plastic, turns in haste
follows time, no time it wastes
makes its clicks but makes no clucks
cries it cries when the time is up.

Mouse rests head on Garg's arm
Garg stares blankly no done harm
Chick plopped in front of them
All three happy, all three friends

Give no hugs, no kiss on cheek
no romance here, no strong or weak
Three fellows in their prime
Three of one in endless time
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